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Miami to get tracks to port
BY LEO KING 

Tiger II dollars will help establish intermodal container rail service to the Port of Miami by building an intermodal yard and making necessary rail and bridge improvements.

USDOT said yesterday specifically, the project will upgrade rail, signals and switching between the Florida East Coast Railway (FEC) Hialeah rail yard (adjacent to the Miami International Airport) and the port. In addition, the cash will be used to create an intermodal container rail transfer facility complete with a crane at the port, and to pay for electrical, mechanical and structural repairs on a rail bridge to the port.

The Port of Miami is the largest in Florida and the eleventh largest container port in the U.S., but it has no railway access. The project will reconstruct and rehabilitate an existing unused rail line from the port to the FEC. The project also calls for building an efficient on-port intermodal yard. The new rail link will reconnect the port with the railway, and provide access to the Hialeah intermodal rail yard terminal in Miami-Dade County.

Additionally, a direct rail connection will reduce truck trips and congestion and increase efficiency by providing direct service from the POM to intermodal rail yards in Jacksonville and the rest of the national rail system.

The project is expected to eliminate some six million 17-mile truck trips between the port and Hialeah Yard, reduce greenhouse gas emissions by an expected 211,320 tons over 20 years, and enhance efficiency of major port for U.S. exports to Central and South America.

An unofficial source said that FEC is bringing in a German company that specializes in terminals who will completely rebuild Hialeah yard.

There are supposed to be six paved tracks with new intermodal cranes also to replace the existing ones in Hialeah. The auto facility will be moved near the north end of yard by the intermodal ramp. The word is that the track from downtown Miami will be upgraded for 30 mph speed to Hialeah, and a leg of a wye that was removed years ago will be reinstalled.
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