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Tunnel digging team redirects traffic, holds supplier and contractor 

expo
By Ashley Torres
The long-planned Port of Miami tunnel construction cruises on with a MacArthur Causeway expansion and contractor and supplier expo planned for November. The realignment of Watson Island roadwork and the movement of the Jungle Island road south are the most recent completed port tunnel construction projects. Miami Access Tunnel, the team in charge of building, designing, maintaining and operating the parallel tunnels, is now working to reconfigure the MacArthur Causeway.

In mid-November, the causeway’s eastbound lanes are to move 100 feet to create a larger median for staging area support walls for the tunnel boring machine, which is to arrive in summer 2011. “We plan on having,” said Christopher Hodgkins, the access tunnel’s vice president, “a seamless transfer of the MacArthur Causeway.” The causeway move is planned for sometime between midnight and 6 a.m. when the tunnel team is allowed to implement temporary lane closures. Under contract, Mr. Hodgkins said, they are not allowed to have full-lane closures.

Digging of the long-awaited tunnels, which are to improve port access and alleviate downtown truck traffic, is to begin next September. Tunnel construction came under fire at past Miami-Dade County commission meetings as a result of a 400-job promise and the number of local people who have been hired to date. Currently, 127 people work on-site, of whom 90 are local hires. Once construction on the Trooper Robert G. Smith Bridge, which goes over the bay, begins in the next six to eight weeks, Mr. Hodgkins said, the tunnel team is to hire additional people.

Over 50 local contractors, he added, are currently working onsite, including Medley-based Steel Works and Sweetwater-based CEMEX. In addition, on Nov. 18 the access tunnel is to launch Operation 305, a contractor and supplier expo from 8-10 a.m. at downtown’s Doubletree Grand Hotel Biscayne Bay.The expo is to include information for contractors and suppliers who are interested in registering with access tunnel as a disadvantaged business. The tunnel team, under federal contract requirements, must designate 8.1% of funds, about $26 million, to disadvantaged businesses for work on roadways, water and sewer and other construction. Expo visitors are to also have the opportunity to see available job positions.

“Our goal,” Mr. Hodgkins said, “is to hire local labor and to hire local contractors and suppliers.” Direct port tunnel construction cost is about $607 million and the project’s total estimated capital cost is $915 million, said Brian Rick, Florida Department of Transportation district six spokesperson. The county is to provide $402.5 million, including property donations, and the City of Miami is to add $50 million and $5 million in property donations. The state transportation department is to cover the remaining 50% of capital cost. The port tunnel construction, Mr. Hodgkins said, remains on time and set for a May 15, 2014, opening.
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