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Port Tunnel Project Creates S. Florida Jobs
MIAMI -- The $1 billion project to construct a tunnel from downtown Miami to the city's port will give hundreds of people in South Florida employment opportunities. Port of Miami tunnel construction officials unveiled a new initiative called Operation 305 on Monday.

"This is going to be about local hiring," said Richard Dunn, chairman of the Miami Community Redevelopment Agency. "This is going to be about job creation for the locals."

"Right now, we have about 117 to 120 workers. Of those, about 90 are local," said Christopher Hodgkins, vice president of the Miami Access Tunnel. Last month, Sherman Gamble was laid off and looking for work. Now, he works as a flagger on the construction site. "It's definitely a good job. It is a blessing," Gamble said. "It has changed my life because now I see myself having a future now. I am able to pay my bills. I am able to buy things I need to get now."

The $1 billion tunnel project will link the port to Interstate 395, allowing trucks to avoid downtown Miami. Workers told Local 10 it is helping them avoid the unemployment line.

"It changed my whole life because I didn't have anything at first, after I was laid off," said worker Demeta Vicks. "It has given me income," said local worker Dorzell Cannady. "I still have a roof over my head. I still have food on my table."

Crews are working to move the MacArthur Causeway a little bit farther south. Once that job is done, workers will begin tunneling down the median of the causeway. When that phase begins, organizers said 350 to 500 local construction workers will be needed on the site.

Organizers also said they are committed to using local suppliers."The folks that are doing our steel works, about $20 million, they are out of Hialeah, out of Medley," Hodgkins said. "We are doing our cement from Cemex down in Sweetwater."

The five-year project means a weekly paycheck for many South Floridians who could not find work before. "I can see the light at the end of the tunnel," Gamble said.For more information, visit the Operation 305 website.
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