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Rail lmkupgrade vital to keep portcompetitive, director says

By Carsigmine Lacies

Port of Mizmi Director Bill
Johnson sought support of
Mizmi's Downtown Develop-
ment Authoriy last week for
renovations to rail lnes that
connect the port with points
north and west. Bur authority

board members, fmsmaed by

the difficulty of establishing
cormrnutear ral service along the
comidor and concemed about
noize, refiused o endorse the
project — ar least right now.

Mr. Jobpson is expected to
repaat his pitch nexr month.

Tha port, the Ciry of MMiamd,
the Flerida Department of
Transportation, Florida East
Cioast Failwey and Flagler De-
velopment Corp. have joinsd
forces to apply for a zrant from
the Manonal Infrasmcture In-
VESIEnt T renovate
the decades-old tracks, which
have been dormant abous three
VRS,

The track renovations are key
to keaping the port competitive
in light of the expansion of the
Panama Canzl M. Tehnsonsand,
and a5 2 booms would remove
tcks fom downtown strests,
reducinz congestion and el wse.

Several years ago port offi-
cials said B% of por cargo was
baing carried out by rail.

The port ts the county’s sec-
ond-largest economic engine,
Lir. Johnson sald, sarving 4.1
million criise passengars annu-
ally — expacted 10 increase 1o 6
million by 2020 - and ranking as
the 11th-busiest carze pom in
the TS, Cruise passangers are
connfed oo embarkation and
agzain on debarkation.

“The port is very important,™
zaid board member MNeizen
Kasdin “amd the DDA neads m

have 2 zeat ar the rable if the
mamns are poing throwzh down-
mm:!

“What's the notse factor?”
asked board member Hark Flein
“I'm net sure people living
downtown want rains noming
Ty their expensive condos.”

Before the sarvics ceasad,
primarily because of mechani-
cal problems with a port bridge,
rrams ran bervesn nudnshe and
5 am., Mr. Jobnson szid, and
there are no inunedizte plans to
chanee that. In addition. the

project wonld inclnds “guiet
zones” with simnals where mains
wonld refram from sounding
boms and would move through
crossings within minnses,

“What about comunuter rail 7™
asked suthority board chairman
and Miamt Ciry Conundssionsr
Mare Samoff. The anthoriry has
supported the concept of Tn-
Failbeing abla temnon Florida
East Coast macks info down-
town, rathar than passangers
baving to change trains in Hi-
alesh.
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“We're fully exploring that,”
Mr. Johnson said “We have to
pencil it out, ses if it makes
zamnse

“[ think we should say some-
thing abour nsing these rain
macks for public wansporia-
tion,” said board member Alan
Djeda.

“We could pass a resoluion
subject to inclision of rthat”
Mr. Sarnoff said. “In noy expe-
rience, unlass you ask for whar
you want, your chances of gzet-
tin= it are mil.™
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Phdaby Madre Uudan
Rall ling rancvations are key to seaport’s fuburs and would halp remove trucks from downtown streste, saye Port Dirsctor BII Johnzon.

But Mr. Jolmsom rerterated
that passenger rail would have
o be financially worthwhile
hefore the parfies involved
winld commir to it

“Wehaven'ttaken an in-depth
look at this)” said Alyce
Fobertzon, suwthoriny exemmtive
diractor. “But getting mucks off
the sweets is @ good thing.”

It was decided that the
authorty’s Urban Desizn Com-
mittee would snady the marter
andreport back to the full beard
next month.
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