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Tunnel Project a Cause for Concern Near Causeway 

FDOT holding meeting to discuss congestion during port project

By HANK TESTER 

The Port Tunnel project on Watson Island has the residents of the exclusive 

chain of islands along the Causeway fuming. They are watching the construction 

of a detour for the east bound MacArthur Causeway to accommodate the tunnel 

project. They know that FDOT, which is fronting the almost $1 Billion project, 

expects road closures, especially in the early mornings. They also fear traffic 

slow downs, not to mention traffic accidents, that will drive Beach bound 

motorists to seek alternative routes and the most likely candidate is the 

Venetian. 

"They will have to shut down the Venetian Causeway except for homeowners and 

residents," said an angry Snejade Vaca. She is hot under the collar about the 

prospect of a massive amount of auto traffic about to sweep along the 

residential toll road that connects the City of Miami and Miami Beach.

Area home owner's associations are crying foul and are gearing up for a 

show-down meeting with FDOT, which over the last few years has assured one and 

all that the rerouted MacArthur Causeway eastbound lane will not impede traffic 

on a regular basis.

Alex Montalerti, a jogger, says that every time there is an accident on the 

MacArthur Causeway the Venetian backs up. "The other night it went all the way 

back to Collins Avenue," he said. 

The historic roadway parallels the MacArthur about 2,000 yards to the north and 

a has always acted a a secondary route to the Beach.

 "I think this has the potential of being extremely problematic," said Debra 

Leibowitz, who is part of the Venetian Causeway Neighborhood Alliance. She says 

that FDOT Representatives have squared away to some degree with the city of 

Miami Beach and businesses along the MacArthur Causeway. "I am on the board of 

our organization and no one has ever talked to me."

FDOT spokespersons say all this can get sorted out on Thursday when the project 

contractor, state and local politicians, homeowner association members, and FDOT 

gets together at the Miami Beach Botanical Gardens.  The peaceful setting might 

sooth tempers and promote understanding.

There will be lots of questions about traffic control, the role of police, 

should tolls be dropped and the schedule for the Causeway's two draw bridges. 

"We are making every effort to answer every concern," said a FDOT spokesperson.

The meeting starts at 7 p.m.
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